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Attack of the PDFs




PDF files are the latest for luring users to open attachments in email.  Watch for the following subjects and don't open any pdfs from users you do not know.  Dangerous PDF files have now joined the ranks of potentially dangerous attachments.  BD  
  Malicious PDF file (report.pdf or debt.2007.pdf or overdraft.2007.10.26.pdf or so) has been massively spammed through email during last hour and the spam run is still continuing. The PDF is spiced with CVE-2007-5020 exploit that downloads ms32.exe that downloads more components. At this point it's not clear yet what is the final payload of the malware, because of missing files in the download chain. We are investigating further.
 The subjects for the spam messages include:
  Your credit report 
  Your credit points 
  Your balance report 
  Personal Financial Statement 
  Personal Credit Points 
  Personal Balance Report 
  Your Credit File 
  Balance Report 

 Malicious PDF files being spammed out in volume - F-Secure Weblog : News from the Lab
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Office of Inspector General Tells Post Office They Should Consider Offering Banking and Financial Products–Bring It On As New Affiliations With Credit Unions And Other Financial Entities Could Be On the Table For Discussion




We talk in healthcare about “rural” areas a lot and their access to healthcare, well this could also stand to help provide access to folks i...







	









World Economic Forum Needs A Dose of Bill Gates To Help World Leaders Comprehend Where Virtual Software Worlds Work and How To Unite With the Real World, Too Much Math In Financials-Nobody Seems To Understand The Mathematical Causes and Effects Of Economic Complexities…




I made a post before the conference in Davos began and I have listened to a couple of forums and I hear the same thing from the CEOs and oth...







	



Medicare 2008 premium hike low, but doctor pay remains unresolved ...




    It is outrageous that all Medicare patients are helping subsidize overpayments to private insurance companies while only one in five Med...







	









Pharmacy Benefit Managers Invade Medical Records and Electronically Connect Cash Patients to RX Discount Cards-OptimizeRX-to SingleCare to OptumRX




This should not really come as a big surprise as what hasn’t the pharmacy benefit managment business touched?  So what is OptimizeRX ?  Most...
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The above article features related content from other publications.







	









What Happens When Transparency Makes Lobbying Too Difficult – They Retire Just Like Many Executives Do




 As the world of the internet continues to grow it is starting to become more apparent that the reliance on the 3rd party negotiator is stat...







	









Medicare Contractors Are Not Getting Their Act Together with Consultation Coding – Are Claims Falling into a “Black Hole”




In short, this is a mess!  There were 5 levels of consultations formerly and now they have been crashed in to 3 levels, so in plain English ...







	









Howard County School Board in Maryland Rescinds United Healthcare Contract As Retirees Didn’t Want the Medicare Advantage Plan, No Providers Available..




This gets interesting as it’s been all over the news that Untied Healthcare is firing doctors throughout many states and the northeast is wh...







	









Outlook Live Beta – Free Hosted Exchange Services for Educational Institutions And Ultimate Steal Deal With Full Desktop Office At Discount With EDU Email and Proof of Enrollment




This is worth a quick mention, medical schools, universities that may not want to keep the “Exchange Monster” in house.  I don’t mean that t...







	









Express Scripts- New Program to Contact and Predict Patients Who May Not Be Taking Their Medicine Based On Ingenix Algorithms–We Want the Revenue Please Don’t Stop




Ingenix started selling its diabetes-prediction service in February to insurers and employers, one more way they make money.  I would think ...
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Dark Arts of Mathemical Deception











Context is Everything–More About the Dark Arts of Mathematical Deception–Professor Siefe Lecture Given at Google’s New York Office–Big Healthcare Focus


Professor Charlie Siefe of NYU, a mathematician debunks clinical trials, and few other items to where data is spun and fools you, every day example, hear about the perfect butt algorithm and more. These are probably some things you have never thought about but again after listening to what he has to say, it’s time to think about being skeptical. Here’s a radio show that also talks about the same topics.
























Quants...Alchemists of Wall Street





Quants: The Alchemists of Wall Street Video Documentary - Why It Needs to Matter What Companies Do and Not Focus Only On the Price of Stock With So Called Value - Attack of the Killer Algorithms Chapter 44


This video digs in a bit further with how fictitious business models are used by banks and companies do this too. The models are so complex that CEOs don’t even understand them. “Quants, The Alchemists of Wall Street will take you through how “math models” work at banks and financial institutions in a way that even the layman can understand. More videos like over at the Algo Duping/Killer Algorithm Page. Bank of America will also tell you “IT’ is a business” how they make money. 
















Weapons of Math Destruction




Modeling for Inequality With Segmentation, Insurance Industry Uses Backwards Segmentation As Some Models Stand to Threaten Overall Democracy
This is a lecture where Kathy O’Neill, a former Quant who worked for a Hedge Fund (Weapons of Math Destruction) on Wall Street will tell you what is done with your retirement money and more.  The banks and companies use technology to take advantage because they can. “Of course we are going to take advantage because our tools are our brains…if they could figure out a way to take advantage of pension funds they would, a good interview with explaining smart money and dumb money.













Algorithms Shape The World




How Algorithms Shape Our World–TED Talks Kevin Slavin–Writing the Unreadable And A Good Reason to Get Into the Math 
This is a very good presentation done a TED Conference and really was the one that got everyone started thinking about algorithms and today it’s talked about a lot. As he says “if you’re an algorithm, life is looking pretty good, but can’t say the same for humans”. What is a black box? Nobody has any control over the flash crash. We have moved forward a bit but still we are writing the unreadable and lost the sense of some of what is happening. Nice plug for Nanex here with research.
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